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"It is also to be understood," says pseudo-Agrippa, "that those who are proposing to raise 
up the souls of any deceased persons must do so in places with which it is known that they 
were familiar, in which some special alliance between soul and body may be assumed, or 
some species of attracting affection, still leading the soul to such places. . . . Therefore the 
localities most suited for the purpose are churchyards, and, better still, those which have 
been the scene of the execution of criminal judgments"--in plain words, the immediate 
neighbourhood of a gibbet. A battlefield or other place of public slaughter is still more 
favourable, but best of all is the scene of a murder before the removal of the carcase. 

The ritual of Necromantic Evocation is indicated but not given by the authority just cited; we 
must seek it in Ebenezer Sibley and in the supplementary portions of the Grand 
Grimoire and the Red Dragon. The astrologer Sibley does not give account of his sources, 
but they were evidently not in printed books. The Sloane MS. numbered 3884 in the Library 
of the British Museum would appear to have been one. It is, in any case, not an invented 
process; it develops the principles laid down in pseudo-Agrippa and is quite in harmony with 
the baleful genius of Black Magic. It is here given verbatim. 

But if, instead of infernal or familiar spirits, the ghost or apparition of a departed person is 
to be exorcised, the Magician, with his assistant, must repair to the churchyard or tomb 
where the deceased was buried, exactly at midnight, as the ceremony can only be 
performed in the night between the hours of twelve and one. The grave is first to be 
opened, or an aperture made by which access may be had to the naked body. The magician 
having described the circle, and holding a magic wand in his right hand, while his companion 
or assistant beareth a consecrated torch, he turns himself to all the four winds, and, 
touching 

the dead body three times with the magical wand, repeats as follows:--By the virtue of the 
Holy Resurrection, and the torments of the damned, I conjure and exorcise thee, Spirit of N. 
deceased, to answer my liege demands, being obedient unto these sacred ceremonies, on 
pain of everlasting torment and distress. . . . BERALD, BEROALD, BALBIN, GAB, GABOR, 
AGABA. Arise, arise, I charge and command thee.2

After these forms and ceremonies, the ghost or apparition will become visible, and will 
answer any questions put to it by the exorcist. But if it be desired to put interrogatories to 
the spirit of any corpse that has hanged, drowned or otherwise made away with itself, the 
conjuration must be performed while the body lies on the spot where it is first found after 
the suicide hath been committed, and before it is touched or removed. The ceremony is as 
follows. The exorcist binds upon the top of his wand a bundle of St. John's wort or Millies 
perforatum, with the head of an owl; and having repaired to the spot where the corpse lies, 
at twelve o'clock at night, he draws the circle and solemnly repeats these words:--By the 

  

2 The process by which the soul was called back into the dead body prior to its interment constituted 
necromancy proper. The calling up of the shadow was sometimes termed sciomancy. 
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